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Ranchers use new technology to document old way of life

Traci Bue
Staff Writer
tbue@plumasnews.com

Sierra Valley landowners
are exploring a new ap-
proach to education and ad-
vocacy of the land and a
lifestyle they hope to pre-
serve for themselves and for
generations to come.

Through autobiographical
recordings, und mu-
sic and a collage of individu-
ally selected visual images,
ranchers, farmers and
landowners give a living his-
tory of and from the land.

The place-based dialogues
about agricultural viability
and resource stewardship of
the Sierra Valley tell of the

personal challenges, re-
wards and hurdles faced by
Sierra Valley residents who
choose to hang on to their
rural way of life.

Called “Passion for the
Land,” the digital story-
telling project is a joint ef-
fort of the U.C. Davis Coop-
erative Extension in Plumas
and Sierra counties and The
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Art of Regional Change at
U.C. Davis.

The project-is a learning
ind teaching tool uniting
ranchers, farmers, scholars,
faculty, students and local
wrganizations to create
place-based storytelling pro-
lects designed to educate and
give a voice to rural citizens®
0neerns.

The hoped-for outcome is
altimately a change in the
mlture by increased collabo-
ration and creative partici-
pation in the development of
rural communities. Scholars
sngage with community
members to learn from one
another, and rural residents
gain understanding of how
residents’ efforts connect to
the larger discussion of agri-
cultural viability and re-
source stewardship.

In addition, officials gain
insight to the issues impact-
ing the region that better in-
forms policy reflective of re-
gional needs.

“It's a connection between
the community and the uni-
versity,” said Co-director je-
sikah maria ross, who hopes
the relationship will be mutu-
ally beneficial in that schol-
arship, the tradition of uni-
versities and local change,
the outcome of community,
will be enhanced by one an-
other.

“Scholarships can help en-
hance community change
and maybe community
change can shape how schol-
arships and teaching are
done.”

ross said storytelling
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gr ded in place and per-
sonal meaning have a tangi-
bie, emotional impact on sto-
rytellers and listeners alike.

“It's a powerful way, ina
short amount of time, to con-
vey your connection to a
place or event or an issue in
a way that other people can
absorb, and they ecan

respond to it in a place of in-
terest as opposed to negativi-
ty or combat.”

One of the storytellers,
Vinton rancher Dave Goss,
told his story in "Passing it
on.” Goss and his wife,
Doris, offer young, urban
dwellers from Reno a ranch
experience so they can ap-
preciate a connection to
where their food comes
from.

On a broader scale, visits
to the ranch give community
members an idea of how
their decisions at the ballot
box impact rural ranchers
like the Gosses.

Other Sierra Valley story-
tellers included are Rick
Roberti, Bill Loverage, Dave

Goicoechea, Cindy Noble,

Carol Dobbas, George God-
win, Lacey Maddalena, Hol-
ly George, Cindy Maddalena
and Gia Martynn.

Prior press coverage of the
stories and a blog site result-
ed in e-mails and letters of
thanks to the storytellers for
sharing their stories and for
being stewards to the land.

“1t demonstrates that
place matters,” said ross,
who talked of the uneasiness
of rural residents in expos-
ing personal details about
their families and lives
when first approached about
the project. ross credits “the
deep trust” the farmers had
in project co-director Holly
George, longtime livestock
and natural resource advi-
sor for Plumas-Sierra coun-
ties, for persuading the hesi-
tant farmers to open up.

George said the personal
stories offer an important
testimony to life on the land.

“Ranchers may raise cows
and cut hay, but also partici-
pate in bird and watershed
restoration,” said George.

In addition, the videos pro-
vide a valuable educational
tool for policymakers in

urban sectors voting on is-
sues in rural sectors who are
ignorant of their impacts or
who may lean toward a uni-
form model in environmen-
tal regulation, said George.

“One-size-fits-all doesn't
work for swimsuits or tennis
shoes ... why do we think it
would apply to environmen-
tal regulation that we're go-
ing to apply from Modoc to
Bakersfield?"

Once the camera-shy rural
residents witnessed the final
product, awe and a sense of
personal agency replaced
their anxiety.

“They liked what they saw
and heard and realized the
necessity and importance of
their message,” said ross.

The digital stories are be-
ing studied for the develop-
ment of an outreach pro-
gram with the help of envi-
ronmental historian Louie
Warren, and geographer and
social scientist Ryan Galt,
both faculty members at
U.C. Davis.

Project proponents hope to
use the videos in confer-
ences, academic courses, for
service groups, state regula-
tors, community events and
possible research.

A celebration of the pro-
ject and community screen-
ing of “Passion for the Land"
are scheduled June 6 at the
Plumas-Sierra County Pic-
nic at the Pioneer School-
house. Screening times are
11 a.m., 12:30 and 2 p.m.

The final project will be
available for viewing on the
Web at artofchange.uc-
davis.edu. The site allows
visitors to comment and
share their own stories.

For more information on
the “Passion for the Land”
project, contact jesikah
maria ross at jmross@uc-
davis.edu, 754-6491; or Holly
George at hageorge@uc-
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davis.edu, 283-6270.




